
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCIAL TAXES, KERALA 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE AUTHORITY FOR CLARIFICATION 

U/S.94 OF THE KERALA VALUE ADDED TAX ACT, 2003. 

 

Members present are: 

1.  K.M. Althaf, Joint Commissioner (Audit & Inspection), O/o CCT, Tvpm. 

                        [Formerly Deputy Commissioner (Intelligence), Tvpm] 

2. R. Rajasekharan Nair, Deputy Commissioner (Intelligence), O/o. DC (Int),Tvpm. 

[Formerly Deputy Commissioner (Audit & Inspection), O/o CCT, Tvpm 

3. A. Asok Kumar, Deputy Commissioner (Internal Audit), O/o.CCT, Tvpm. 

 

Sub: KVAT Act, 2003 – Clarification U/s.94 – Rate of tax of Tamarind Seed Sharps - Orders  

        Issued. 

      Ref: Application from M/s. Priyadarsini Industries, Kayamkulam  dated 19/9/2009. 

 

ORDER No.C3/38818/09/CT DATED 26/3/2010. 

1. M/s Priyadarsini Industries, Kayamkulam, has preferred an application U/s 94 of the 

Kerala Value Added Tax Act, 2003 seeking clarification on the rate of tax of the commodity 

Tamarind Seed Sharps.  

2. The applicant is a dealer who manufactures tamarind seed sharps from raw tamarind 

seed procured from other states and markets them. The applicant contends that even though the 

general public calls it Puliyaripody or Pullimpody, physically it is not so. It is of 2-3mm size 

with cutting edges, derived out of milling de-husked raw tamarind seeds. The applicant contends 

that they are cutting raw tamarind seed into two kernels, de-husk and then milled into tamarind 

seed sharps of 2-3mm size and is marketed as fodder. The applicant contends that his product is 

cattle feed and is an exempted commodity. The applicant contends that the Hon’ble High Court 

of Kerala and STAT Addl. Bench, Kottayam has found and held that tamarind seed powder is a 

cattle feed. The naming of the product is not significant. 

3. The applicant has also contended that the verbal meaning of the word POWDER is like 

sambar powder, chilly powder etc. On applying common parlance their product is SHARPS. The 

applicant has produced a copy of the Certificate issued by TBGRI, Palode and contends that 

Tamarind is a leguminous plant. The applicant has relied on the judgment of the Hon’ble High 

Court of Kerala in WA 664/99 i.e. Sree Ramakrishna Feeds Vs State of Kerala to support his 

contentions. 

4. The applicant has referred Entry 126 of the Third Schedule to the Act and contends 

that tamarind seed sharps are not listed anywhere in the designated Schedule.   

 5. The applicant further contends that since tamarind seed sharps are derived from 

tamarind seed which is a leguminous plant it is apt that it should be under the Entry 3(2)(f) of the 

First Schedule to the Act carrying HSN Code 2302.50.00.  
6. The applicant further contends that tamarind seed powder depicted in the Third 

Schedule cannot be fed to the cattle. On boiling it gets coagulated and may cause the bovine’s 

death. But the sharps when boiled become porridge and when fed to cattle it reacts with salivary 

excretions and gets digested. Considering common parlance of these products, tamarind seed 

powder is of the size less than zero mesh and water soluble. It is used as an ingredient to gum, 

tooth paste and talcum powder etc. But tamarind seed sharps are pure cattle feed. The difference 



in the nature, parlance and use of the commodity being cattle feed, it should get the benefit of 

exemption from taxation. 

 7. The applicant has produced samples of the product and contends that tamarind seed 

sharps are cattle feed and has requested to clarify the rate of tax of the commodity. 

8. The applicant was heard and the contentions raised were examined as follows: 

 

9. Entry 126 of the Third Schedule reads: 
126 Tamarind including ball tamarind, tamarind seed and powder      0813.40.10 

 

10. The HSN Code 0813.40.10 of the Customs Tariff Act mentioned above deals with 

dried tamarind fruit. But the Schedule Entry deals with Tamarind including ball tamarind, 

tamarind seed and powder. Tamarind seed is a different commercial commodity from tamarind 

fruit or ball tamarind. The relevant Chapter of Customs Tariff Act deals with edible fruits and 

nuts. 

11. On examination it is seen that the sample of the product is not powder, but sharps, 

and tamarind is a leguminous plant, belonging to the botanical family Leguminosae. This fact has 

also been certified by Tropical Botanic Garden and Research Institute, Palode. 

 

12. Entry 3(2)(f) of the First Schedule to the Act reads: 
3 Aquatic feed, poultry feed, cattle feed and their supplements including husk of pulses, additives  

   and concentrates, grass and hay, but excluding those specifically mentioned in Schedule III 

2 Bran, sharps and other residues, whether or not in the form of pellets, derived from  

   the sifting, milling or other working of cereals or of leguminous plants or pulses 

(f) of other leguminous plants                                                                                   2302.50.00 

 

13. Tamarind seed, tamarind seed powder and tamarind seed sharps are different 

commodities. Tamarind seed sharp is used as cattle-feed. Considering all the above facts in 

totality, the apt Entry for the commodity Tamarind Seed Sharps is Entry 3(2)(f) of the First 

Schedule to the Kerala Value Added Tax Act, 2003 and thereby is exempted from tax.  

The issues raised above are clarified accordingly. 

 

 

 

 

           K.M.Althaf     R.Rajasekharan Nair   A.Asok Kumar 

Joint Commissioner (A&I)                                        Deputy Commissioner (Int)                                Deputy Commissioner (IA) 

          O/o CCT                                                                   O/o DC(I) Tvpm                                            O/o CCT 

[Formerly DC(Int)Tvpm]      [Formerly DC(A&I)Tvpm] 

 

To, 

Sri. K. Sachithananda Prabhu, 

Priyadarsini Industries, 

XII/259,S.V.Ward, 

Kayamkulam - 690502 
 


